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In today’s Webinar will explore………. 

• an approach to teaching culture  
• WHY we should teach ‘civiltà’ through  English 
• HOW to link culture and language teaching 
• WHAT aspects of culture to teach 
• practical activities, models and lesson plans 



Why teach culture in the English classroom? 

All over Europe learning programs include:  
cultural awareness 

intercultural learning 
The aim is to enhance and promote an 

understanding of one another on an 
international level 



Why teach culture in the Primary English classroom? 

‘Cultural awareness’ is discovering and knowing about other 
people and cultures 

‘the role of the teacher is to encourage and help bring 
about this discovery, drawing attention to the fact 
that the differences in relation to the pupils’ own 

habits and day-to-day lives are to be seen in a 
positive light.  

This awareness adds to the sum of the pupils’ 
knowledge of humanity and the world’  

                                                         Brewster et al (1992) 
 



• Children need to  know about and understand  other 
people to be fully educated and fully operative in today’s 
global environment. 

 
• Teachers should use the English language as a vehicle 

for children to discover the habits, customs, traditions 
and day-to-day lives of people in English speaking 
countries. 

 

Why teach culture in the Primary English classroom? 



• Thanks to the internet, pop music, satellite and cable TV 
many young learners at SSPG and Scuola Superiore  
experience the real value of English outside school 

 
• Primary school children have much less access to the world 

outside school 
  
• If we bring culture to the classroom, we bring the outside 

world to the classroom and make a more relevant, valid 
and meaningful learning experience 

 

Why teach culture in the Primary English classroom? 



How do we teach culture in the English classroom? 

4 main objectives 
• Provide information relevant to age group 
• Integrate with main language program 
• Allow children to make observations and 

comparisons with their own culture 
• Include every member of the class 



What aspects of culture can we talk about? 

• FOOD 
• SCHOOL 
• SPORT 
• GEOGRAPHY 
• TRANSPORT 

• WEATHER 
• MONEY 
• CELEBRATIONS  
• BIRTHDAYS 
• FESTIVITIES 

 



Course Books and Culture 

Top Secret 

Culture Albums  
e.g. Passport to Great Britain, Passport to English 

speaking countries  

 
Our Discovery Island  

Sections dedicated to culture and festivities of the 
world 



Culture Outside the Course Book 

• Make a ‘realia’ or culture corner 
• Invite a native speaker 
• School exchange of materials 



Lesson Plans with Culture 

FESTIVITIES 
 
 

Relevant to children 
Can be integrated with the course book 

Allow for children to compare and contrast cultures 
Everyone is included 

 



Lesson Plans on Culture 

FESTIVITIES 

CHRISTMAS LESSON 
Integrating culture and festivities with the language 

program 
Integrating vocabulary 

Practicing listening, reading and writing 
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Christmas Lesson 

Make an illustrated mini book 
1.It’s Christmas Eve.The elves are very busy. 
2.The sleigh is ready. Santa, where are you? 
3.Santa’s sleeping. Wake up! It’s very late. 
4.Help me! Please get my hat and boots. 
5.Ho! Ho! I’m ready to go. Merry Christmas! 
 
 
 



Lesson Plans on Culture 

Integrating culture and festivities with 
the language program 

 
Revising clothes vocabulary and 

prepositions of place 
 









All Around the World 
 

Match the different ways of saying Father Christmas with the country 

 Santa Claus     1. France 
 Père Noel     2. Britain 
 Father Christmas   3. Germany 
 Babbo Natale    4. America 
 Weihnachtsmann   5. Spain 
 Papa Noel     6. Italy 
    Some countries have different festivals. What is the 

country? 
  Chinese New Year   HCIAN 
  Diwali      NIDAI 
  Eid al Fitr     GEYTP 





Model for Writing 
 

My Favourite Festival 

(Name of festival) is on __________. There are 
_____________ of school holidays. My favourite 
thing is ______________. The weather is usually 
________ and __________. We eat 
_____________ and _____________. 

 
(illustration) 







Grazie per aver partecipato! 



 
Informazioni utili 
  

• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno inviati 
via e-mail 

 
• Nella medesima email troverete anche  le 

istruzioni per scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i 
materiali presentati oggi  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prossimi appuntamenti: 
 
 

 
 A gennaio 2015 



Spazio Scuola Primaria 
 il portale per i docenti della Scuola primaria 

Contenuti disciplinari  
Esercitazioni e materiali  

Approfondimenti 
Consigli di lettura Formazione 

 
http://www.pearson.it/scuola-primaria 



Pearson Academy su Facebook 

Se avete suggerimenti o 
suggestioni che volete 
condividere, potete andare sulla 
pagina facebook di 
  

“Pearson Academy – Italia” 
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